Special report from Michael McCann
A day at the test match
We arrived at Balsham seconds yesterday in confident mood with a strong looking side out. However we all know that games are not won on paper. On a difficult pitch we where unsurprisingly inserted as Adam lost the toss. AGAIN. The game was reduced to 32 overs a side. AB began confidently before he was bowled for 8, and just a ball later H was back in the hutch too as their young bowler found his stride and used the pitch to his advantage. However, despite the tricky circumstances, Adam appeared to settle well, with cries of "keep the bat down" prompting farcical laughter, until he was caught behind for 15.  Throughout this there was three rain breaks after 5 over spells which gave the feeling the game was being played in sessions, and gave us the opportunity to reflect on the action. Indeed Thommo and Rory took the “Boycottian method", with Rory showing remarkable patience in scoring 5 not out in 20 overs. Clearly being informed that "Rory is well fit" had boosted his determination to impress the local population, at he batted more like Cook than Trescothick. He then promptly lashed the opposition skip for two fours before being dismissed in the same over, with Thommo departing soon after, both going for 15. However the totally was continuing to build as everyone was contributing - Rabs managed 7 before becoming a casualty to AB's trigger finger- the first but certainly not the last!. Meanwhile Paul C hit a huge 6 over square leg whilst Tom B batted with improved maturity, before both fell for, guess what, 15! Anyway Ian cracked the final ball for four to leave us on 117-8, with 42 runs added in the last 3 overs, and extras top scoring with 21.

After just avoiding a rain shower over the interval, and, having an excellent tea, of which the England cakes where a highlight, we returned. While Adam was unoptimistic about finishing, others where positive that we could still garner 20 points. Alex bowled well but was left unrewarded, as the Balsham openers managed to seemingly hit him everyone behind square on the off side other than straight at "well fit" Rory. Meanwhile Adam was almost too good at times, while at others Paul had to make some excellent stops down the leg-side in a "Steve Harmison" style opening spell. However he got the breakthrough as the openers played on, and from then on the wickets kept tumble in a similar way to how Bangladesh normally do. It became was clear to see that once we removed a dangerous-looking opener, there was little left. There was some controversy over appeals involving Paul, and we all know what that means, but to be frank we didn’t need decisions to go our way to win. The young umpire should have never have been there, and I should know! 

It was almost disappointing that we had to do so little to win. The spin twins Ian and AB, or Swann and Yardy if you please, cleaned up with 3-13 and 4-19 respectively, or should I say the spinner and “pace bowler in this league!”. Meanwhile Adam claimed 2 scalps, and deservedly so, with the other wicket coming from a run-out, leaving Balsham all out for 49. Our fielding was also good again, with AB, H and Ian all holding catches. It was really pleasing to see everyone contributing somewhere along the line, with our depth in batting reflect by the fact that there were scores all the way down the card. 

Following the Mark VS game and the Saturday match, it's a Waterbeach double-header, a couple of games which we can look forward to with much confidence after our excellent form in recent weeks.

